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Brown spent years teaching in |
high schools in Alaska, Montas
and Washington, and she served
as a ]‘.|1||>11_1:||l scholar in Ecuador
where she advocated for the cons¢
vation of watershed resources wit!
the Ecuadorian Rivers Institute

Yel these various teaching experi-
ences left her (x't']in‘,{ like something
was missing. Brown, now 41, said
she became “interested in how to
make each of those singular endea
ors more rich, more complex and
rewarding.”

Around 2016, a friend suggested
she create writing workshops on the
river. Brown liked the idea and began
braiding the various elements into
what became Freeflow Institute two
years later. She r||~\r|(»|u-|| course
curricula rigorous enough to meet
the University of Montana’s stan-
dards for acereditation, which means
students can earn t'u“t-;_'n- credits
through her programs. She drew on
her outdoor outfitting connections to
equip and supply the field courses
and tapped her relationships with
writing professors to attract authors
1o lead the \uukaluup\. In 2018,
Freeflow Institute launched two pilot
workshops, the first through the
Missouri River Breaks with awa
winning environmental journalist
and Field & Stream contributing
editor Hal Herring. The second was
on the Main Salmon River, cours
ing through Idaho’s Frank Chus
Wilderness and led by Willias
deBuys, a renowned conservationis
and Pulitzer Prize finalist

After those two successful work
shops, Brown expanded Freeflow's
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Bela Garcia-Arce, a graduate student in her sm'm):] "
vear of the same environmental studies program of w]h‘
Brown is an alumnus, cited the unexpected friendsh; "Ch
that formed during her 2022 San Juan Islands sea‘ kal,'b
ing trip, led by Brendan Leonard, writer and the Crea::,k.

of the humorous, adventure-fueled website Semi-Rad
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by the fire and have really intense discussions 4}, g
that really matter to us. IV’s 50 rare that yoy up‘[Ult‘
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She said her cohort Sllll'meets mnnthl)’ via Zoom to
gay n touch and share their writing.

g e Freeﬂow is focused on the combina-
ton of adventure with writing and creative instruction,
i ther another key element at work with Brown’s
mission: {0 provide a new, creative solution to address the
destabilizing impacts of climate change on wild land-
protect access to public lands and waterways.
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“Getting people in these river corridors.” she said. is
aid, i

done partly “in hopes of building relationships betyeen

people and rivers, to create advocates, more people who
will care.”

Just as streams feed into larger bodies of water. gener-
ating more flow and movement, Brown and others would
like to see Freeflow’s concept, guided by her but carved
by rivers, spread and deepen.

1 “Freeflow should be contagious,” Duncan said. “1
think there’s room for more Freeflow Institutes. Why
uldn't there be Freeflow-like workshops taking

ace on beautiful, beloved streams, like in England or
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SLAY TODAY, INVEST IN TOMORROW
Tt e ieibihila

Livingston like a local. Enjoy miles
of trails, river access, and wildlife watching.

Explore

Relish year round culinary, literary, arts,
music, and theatre opportunities.

Explorelivingsto AMT.cor



